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CONTROVERSIAL. 


Remarks on Philotheus. 
( Concluded.) 


The last paragraph in the communication of 
Philotheus, is, in our opinion, ‘‘ death in the 
pot.’ It is, strictly speaking, analogical rea- 
soning, and we think contains an unanswerable 
argument against his hypothes:s. Speaking of 
the Jews, he says, ** They, expecting an exter- 
nal Messiah, were cut off. And they, who 
are depending on an outward, or external 
sacrifice and atonement for sin,are, as ! believe, 
in the same outward error of the Jews, and 
liable to condemnation with them. Let this, 
therefore, be a warning to Calvinists, Uni- 
versalians, and all others who see the truth of 
it.” We say, Amen to every word of this. 
But who are they who are depending on an 
outward sacrifice and atonement for sin? Let us 
pursue the analogy introduced by Philotheus, 
and examine the error of the Jews, and see, 
who in our days are cherishing the same error, 
and beguiled by the same delusion. What 
was the error of the Jews? Answer, they 
thought Christ was come to ‘‘ restore the king- 
dom to Israel, and free them from the Roman 
power. And Paul, speaking of the Jews, 
said, ‘‘ 1 bear them record that they have a 
zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 
For they, being ignorant of God's righteous- 
ness, and going about to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted themselves 
unto the righteousness of God. For Christ is 
the end of the law for righteousness, to every 
one that believeth.’”’” We now ask, what is 
the righteousness of God which Paul refers to? 
We answer, in the words of Paul, *« The right- 
eousness of God, by faith of,” not in, * Jesus 
Christ unto ALL, and upon ALL them that be- 
lieve; for there is no difference;” why? * For 
ALL have sinned and come short of the glory 
of God.” And the same apostle told the Gala- 
tians, they were justified by the FAITH OF 
CHRIST; not their faith in Christ. And to 
the Romans he says, of Christ, ‘‘ Who was 
delivered for our offences, and was raised 
again for our justification; therefore,” where- 
fore’? dns. * being justified, by faith,” or be- 
lief of this truth, **we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

When were we justified ? Ans. When Christ 
rose from the dead! How were we justified ? 
Ans. Christ manifested his faith, when he said, 
Destroy this temple, or this body, and in three 
days I will raise it again. What constituted 
the temple or body of which Christ spake ? 
‘ins. The whole family of Adam, all men. 
Proof. ‘* Christ is the head of every man; we 
are the members of his body, of his flesh, and 
of his bones.” Were all the members united 
to the Head, when the Head, Christ, was 
crucified and rose from the dead? Ans. Yes. 
Proof. “ And I, if I be liited up from the earth, 


will draw all men unto me. 


one member is honoured, all the members re- 
joice with it. If one died for all, then were 
all dead, or all died. We were crucified with 


him.”” What isthe meaning of the word justi- 


fied?* Ans. It is to be pronounced innocent, and 


free from guilt. 


Proof. ** The blood of Christ cleanseth from 
all sin. He bare our sins in his own body on 
the tree; the chastisement of our peace was 
upon him, and with his stripes we are healed. 
Jesus Christ, by the grace of God, tasted death 
for every man. He hath perfected for ever 
them that are sanctified. And having made 
peace through the blood of his cross, by him 
to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, 
I say, whether they be things in earth or things 
in heaven.” Therefore, ** Beware lest any 
man spoil you through philosophy and vain 
deceit, afler the tradition of men, after the 
rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 
For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily. AND YE ARECOMPLETE 
IN HIM; which is the head of all principality 
and power; in whom also you are circumcised 
with the circumcision made without hands, in 
putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by 
the circumcision of Christ. Buried with him 
in baptism, wherein .also ye have risen with 
him, through the faith of the operation of God, 
who hath raised him from the dead. And you, 
being dead in your sins, and the uncircumcision 
of your flesh, hath he quickened together with 
him, having forgiven you all trespasses; blotting 
out the handwriting of ordinances that was 
against us, which was contrary to us, and took 
it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; and 
having spoiled principalities and powers, he 
made a show of them openly, triumphing over 
them init. Let no man therefore judge you 
in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holy- 
day, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath- 
days; which are a shadow of things to come; 
but the body is of Christ.” We now ask 
Philotheus, Are those, who depend on this 
sacrifice and atonement for sin, in the same out- 
ward error of the Jews, and liable to con- 
demnation with them? Christ says, ‘* My 
kingdom is not of this world.’ Is the atone- 
ment and sacrifice we trust in, of this world ? 
Christ speaking of his flesh and blood given for 
the life of the world, declares, ‘* 1 he words that 
{ speak, they are Spirit, and they are life.” Is 
not the atonement and sacrifice above-mention- 
ed, Spirit and life? And is not the atonement 
which Philotheus speaks of, and every other 
atonement, but the atonement above-mentioned, 
different from the atonement of Christ, and 
consequently not spirit, nor life; but an out- 





"Quere. Are not the words atonement, reconciliation, 
justification, wlercesston, and salvation, synonymous terms 





in the Scriptures? 





suffer, all the members suffer with it; and if| 


him, buried with bim, and have risen with) 


If one member! ward atonement, and liable to condemn all who 


believe and trust in it? On the authority of 
Christ and his apostles, we say, YES! 

The note, annexed to Philotheus’ communica 
tion, and which is added as an exposition of the 
word Gospel, we think liable to serious objec- 
tions. Weask Philotheus, whether the word 
in the Greek language, which Paul put for 


Did Christ make man inno- | gospel, was derived from the Saxon ? If it was, 
cent, and free him from guilt? dns. Yes.|Philotheus’ exposition is correct; and if the 
‘Saxon word, which the English word gospel is 


derived from, has the same meaning with the 
Greek word, we have no objection to his 
exposition; but, unfortunately for Philotheus’ 
hypothesis, this is notthe case. Christ told his 
disciples to ** go and preach the gospel to every 
creature.”’ The original word, which ts trans- 
lated preach, is synonymous with proclaim, 
teach, make known, tell, &c.; and the gospel is 
the thing, or fact, or news, which is to be made 
known. Now, according to Philotheus’ expo 

sition, this gospel, or news, is ‘‘ not ¢o them,” 
or for them who do not believe it; but for those 
who believe it, and consequently know it al 

ready. ‘The gospel cannot be said, with any 
propriety, or truth, to be news to those who 
know it; and as it is ‘* not te them’? who do not 
know it, it cannot be news to any person what 

ever! Paul, speaking of Christ, says, ‘Who was 
raised according to my gospel.’ And again, 
‘“« | have fully preached the gospel of Christ.”’ 
Now, if thé word gospel is synonymous with 
Christ, we might read, ‘| have fully preached 
the Christ of Christ.” Again, ** Christ was 
raised, according to my Christ.”” The origi 

nal word is Evayyeuor, and signifies good news, 
or glad tidings. Surely the news of a thing 
cannot be the thing itself. When the power 
of God accompanies the good news, or tidings, 
men believe the news, or tidings, or gospel; 
and not till then. And the news is, that * the 
whole world, all men, every man, are created 
anew in Christ, and are saved with an everlast 

ing salvation.”’ And if this news, or gospel, 
was not true before they were called upon to 
believe it, they were called upon to believe a 
lie, and they make that true, by believing 
which was not true before! ‘ Therefore, we 
both labour and suffer reproach, because we 
trust in the living God; who is the Saviour 
of all men, specially of those that believe.”’ 
And we are determined ‘* these things to 
command and teach.’? That God will, in 
‘*due time,” accompany, by his power, the 
good news to Philotheus, and make him * wise 
unto salvation,”’ is the confident hope of the 
Editor, who subscribes himself with respect 
and esteem to Philotheus. 

—_—_— 


COMMUNICATIONS. 
To the Editor of the Gospel Herald 


In your remarks on my subject in Number 
7. I presume you cannot agree with me re- 





specting the Cherubims. ‘There are not any 
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laws of permission oy themselves, or separate /spoke with Moses, 25th Exod. 20th verse, 
from the laws of Divine Providence,and accord-!|from between the Cherubims in the ark, in 


ing to order. Your superficial view of this or-| 
der cannot change the Divine power, nor if 


which was contained the word given by the 
Lord to Moses, for a preservation of what 


rightly considered, will ever expose its incon-| was holy from profanation. ‘The word being de- 


sistency. It is true, to the natural-minded man | 
itis a mystery above his comprehension; but to} 
the spiritual-minded man it is as clear as the 


sun at noonday. The visions, and various re 
presentations seen in those visious, by the 
spiritual eyes being opened, were representa- 


tive of the various states of the church among) 


the Jews; and if you will strictly examine that 
prophet’s visions, consider the causes, and read 
his explanations with an enlightened under- 
standing, you may perceive, and see the truths 
therein explained; for the prophet himself 
shows the cause why such visions and orders 
were given to him, in order that he might ex- 
pose the abuse of the Lord’s permissive and Di- 
vine Providence at that time. Fallacious rea- 
soning from the natural man will deny these 
facts; but with the spiritual-minded man they 
are rightly understood, and considered accord- 
ing to their order and permission from the Lord. 

Beasts have respect to the affections in man 
according to their quality; the good, according 
to good affections, and the evil, according to 
evil affection. Oxen and calves were both of 
them significative of innocence or good affec- 
tions, and the sacrifices offered of these beasts, 
were representative of that state of mind in 
which the affections were when the offerings 
were made to the Lord, and of course were 
representative of a state of purification, when 
appointed to support the brazen sea. Now, 
the brazen sea was appointed fer washing. 
Washing represented a state of purification. 
I mean, the washing of the external body, 
from filth and uncleanness, represented the 
washing of the soul or internal body, from all 
evil, unclean, and filthy, or sinful desires. The 
Providence of God is here represented by the 
Cherubims, as mentioned in the 7th chap. Ist 
book Kings, 29th verse, and which ought to be 
well considered by all ministers of the Lord’s 
most holy word at this day, as well as in the 
days of Solomon. 

The priests were forbidden to enter the 
Holy of Holies, without washing in the brazen 
sea. The figures of these animals had no life, 
but were representative of a holy, pure, and 
innocent life. But it was never designed by 
the Lord, that the Israelites should worship 
the golden calf, 32d Exodus; this signified 
carnal pleasure. The he-goat corresponded 
to the natural man; and the he and the she- 
goat signified natural truths, from which the 
delights of such men were derived. All birds 
or animals that are named in the word, corres- 
pond to, or represent the various states of 
man. The Egyptians worshipped a calf, from 
whence the Israelates became idolaters. They 
were versed in these sciences, which repre- 
sented their infernal loves, and those pleasures 
were to them most delightful. There is not 
an expression in the 7th chap. Ist book Kings, 
to prove that Cherubims are living creatures. 
1 do not write from supposition, but from plain 
simple facts, as related tn the unerring word of 
God. If the Cherubims are living creatures, 
the lyons and oxen must likewise be living 
creatures. It is true there were wheels to 
move the moulten sea from one place to 
another; but these did not give life to the ani- 
mals, but were representatives. The Lord 








posited in the Holy of Holies,signified the Lord’s 
providential care of those mysteries of faith 
therein contained, from being abused by the 
Jews, and causing their eternal ruin. 

The cherub Ezekiel saw, 9th chap. from 3d 
io 6th verse, where the glory of the God of 
Israel was shown to him, and commands given 
to the man clothed in white linen, was of and 
from the Lord’s divine providence, to pre- 
serve his church upon earth, and to prevent 
those mysteries of heavenly Divine truth, 
represented by Cherubims, from being mis- 
used, and causing the destruction of the immor- 
tal part of man. Is it not the case at this day, 
that faith alone, separate from, or disunited 
with charity, is a doctrine much propagated 
and believed? This error is of great conse- 
quence, and separates St. Paul’s assertions in 
the 13th chap. Ist Corinthians, wherein he 
unites them as essential to salvation. Your 
questions are some of them already answered, 
in your publication, Number 7. but you 
seem inclined to draw forth those internal 
truths | might produce, on purpose to ridicule 
and oppose them. For this reason I shall decline 
answering your question, ‘“* From whence did 
Adam’s daughters get their busbands ?’’ This 
could easily be answered, according to the 
internal or spiritual sense of the word. We 
do not read that marriages, or a conjugal union, 
did net take place with Cain and others, at that 
period of time when they were united toge- 
ther. My idea is, that the Lord's declaration in 
the 2d Genesis, 24th verse, constitutes what I 
call a union, or heavenly marriage, and pre- 
sume such was Cain's. 

I consider Adam as the first man who sinned, 
and as a representative of the first church. On 
this subject much might be added; but perhaps 
not believed by some. I never read of angels 
having four faces, &c., but ask you the question. 
We may call internal, wicked, and evil disposi- 
tions, devils ina human form, and compare 
weeds to the internal state,of man, (which | 
have already explained,) and are cultivated in 
man’s life, while he is spared in this world. 
The good and faithful man casts them out; for 
where the good of life prevails, no infernal 
weeds can grow. I do not understand what 
you mean by the race of Adam. Explain your- 
self more fully. 

REMARKS. 

Our correspondent says, “* Your superficial 
view of this order, cannot change the Divine 
power, nor if rightly considered, will ever 
expose its inconsistency.” Here is a tacit ac- 
knowledgment that it is inconsistent, and we 
think we have exposed it. We are, however, 
** naturally-minded,”’ and our correspondent’s 
views are ‘* above our comprehension.”’ This 
we agree to; and we have our fears that a 
large majority of our readers will be found to 
be likewise unfortunate, and find it above theirs. 
The charge of ridiculing brought by our cor- 
respondent, we think is a little severe. We 
intended it for argument; but it being naturally- 
minded, we suppose our spiritual friend did 
not understand it. In fine, we have a very 
natural propensity to believe the prophet 
Ezekiel’s testimony, relative to the cherubims 


being living creatures; and we prefer it, on the| 


whole, to the spirttual mind which denies the 
fact. Relative to the question respecting an 

gels with four faces, we observe, that angels 
are ministers, or messengers of God, and are 
living creatures; so are the cherubims: See 
Ezekiel, !st and 10th chapters. To conclude—if 
our correspondent was to use one half of the 
exertion to make his doctrine agree with the 
Scriptures, that he does to twist the Scrip- 
tures, to force them to conform to his doctrine 
or hypothesis, he would evince a more true 
spiritual mind, and be much more intelligible 
to his readers. 


Note By the race of Adam, we mean the family, 
generation, and breed of Adam. All men universally ; 
whether naturaily minded, or spiritually-minded, or if 
they have no minds at all! 

—_—~— 


On the Testimony of Prophecy, in regard to the 
Divine Person and Character of Jesus Christ. 
(Concluded from page 32.) 

But what shall we say is implied in the terms 
resurrection and life? What can be implied, 
but the power of raising man from the dead, 
and thus gifting him with eternal life? But 
since none can be gifted with eternal life, 
except such as are regenerate, or born anew, 
therefore the power of regenerating man, or 
of creating him anew, is also involved in the 
erms, the resurrection and the life. But who 
can regenerate man, or thus communicate 
spiritual and internal lite, except the great 
Father of being, whom we call God? Jesus 
Christ, then, in calling himself the resurrection 
and the life, positively declares himself to be 
that great Father of being, and none else. 

You may, perhaps, think it some drawback 
on the above testimony, that when the mother 
of Zebedee’s children requested of Jesus, that 
*‘ her sons might sit, one on his right hand, and 
the other on his left, in his kingdom,” Matt. 
xx. 21. Jesus replied, ‘° To sit on my right 
hand and on my left, is not mine to give, but it 
shall be given to them for whom it is prepared 
of my Father; verse 23. No such words, 
however, are to be found in the original lan- 
guage; for if you consult your Greek Testa- 
ment, you will perceive, that the words in our 
English translation, ‘it shall be given,’’ are an 
interpolation, and that the passage, therefore, 
ought to be thus rendered, ** To sit on my 
right hand and on my left, is not mine to give, 
but (or except) to those for whom it is prepar- 
ed of the Father.” Thus Jesus does not say 
that it was not his to give, but that he could 
only give it to those who were ina state of 
preparation to receive it. 

But I should exhaust all your patience, was 
| tocomment at large upon all those passages in 
the New Testament, which prove that the 
whole of the Godhead was thus transferred to, 





and united with, Jesus Christ in his divine 
| humanity, and that, consequently, Jesus Christ 
did not speak, or act, at any time from a de- 
puted power, but from the Eternal Father him- 
self, dwelling in, and incorporated with him. 
He accordingly bears this testimony concerning 
| himself, ** If ye had known me, ye would have 
known my Father also, and from henceforth ye 
know him, and have seen him. Philip saith 
unto him, Lord, show us the Father, and it 
suffceth us. Jesus saith unto him, Have I 
been so long time with you, and yet hast thou 
not known me, Philip? He that hath seen 
me, hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou 
then, Show us the Father? Believest thou not 
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that | amin the Father and the Father ia me?” the marriage of the Lamb. Rev. xix. 7, &, 9. 
John xiv. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11. And again, ** My chap. xxi. 9. But what can this marriave of 
sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and the Lamb mean, except his sacred conjunction 
they follow me; and I give unto them eternal with his church or people, by virtue of that 
life.” John x. 27, 28. And again, ‘‘ Behold, faith and love which they derive from him? 
I give unto you the power to tread onserpents Jesus Christ, then, in his Divine humanity, is 
and scorpions, and over all the power of the here evidently proved to be the Divine Bride- 
enemy.’ Luke x. 19. And again, ‘** He that groom and Husband of his Bride and Wife, the 
believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on church, which is a proof as evident, that he 
him that sent me, and he that seeth me, seeth is no other than the Eternal Jehovah, who, in 
him that sent me.”’ John xii. 44, 45. And the Old Testament, is so frequently called both 
again, ‘‘ Father, all mine are thine, and thine the Bridegroom and Husband of his people 
are mine.”’ John xvii. 10. You see, therefore, Isaiah Ixii. 5. chap. liv. 5. Jer. xxi, 52 Hos. ii 
plainly, how Jesus and the Father were one,/16. For how can the church have more than 
Jesus being the Father made known and visible, | one Bridegroom and one Husband ? 
and thus an object of human faith and appre-| Iu vain do the Unitarians object, on this oc- 
hension, differing in no respect from the Eter- | casion, by telling us that Jesus Christ was a 
nal Father, except in regard to the assumed |jnan, and subject to all the infirmities of aman; 
humanity, by which the invisible and unknown ‘that he hungered and thirsted, and endured fa- 
Father was rendered both visible, known, and sigue, and was frequently a prey to grief and 
approachable also, to his otherwise lost crea- ‘sorrow; that he suffered, died, and was buried; 
tures. that he also prayed to his Father; confessed 
Did this point want any further confirmation, ‘that he came to do the will of his Father; and, 
I might proceed to lay before you the testimo- in one instance, acknowledged his Father to be 
ny of the Apostolic writers on the important! vreater than himse!f;—in vain, I say, do they 
subject, who are unanimous in exalting Jesus endeavour thus to cast a veil over the Saviour’s 
Christ to divine honour and glory in his eter- Divinity, by presenting to our view only the 
nal union with the Father. ‘Thus the Apostle dark shades of his humanity; for it is granted, 
Paul testifies, ‘* Christ is over all, God blessed that Jesus Christ was a man, and such a man 
for ever.’ Romans ix. 5. In like manner the too as the Unitarians describe, in regard to 
Apostle John, ‘ We are in him that is true, weakness, suffering, and dependence on Divine 
even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is thetrue aid. But then it is to be recollected, that he 
God and eternal life.” 1 John, y. £0. And/was such a man only in respect to that infirm 
also Jude, ‘* To the only wise God our Saviour, | humanity, which, as was hinted at above, he 
be glory and majesty, dominion and power, |derived trom the mother, and which he succes- 
both now and ever.” Verse 25. But not in no sively put off, until he was no lenger her son, 
part of the Sacred Oracles is this point moreiand no longer called her his mother. See 
fully insisted on, or more decidedly confirmed, | John ii. 4. chap. xix. 26. But he was not 
than in the Apocalyptic pages; for we there |such a man, in respect to that glorified or Di- 
read, how the beloved Apostle John was gifted | vine humanity which he successively put on 
with a sight of Jesus Christ in his Divine hu- from the Father, and in which he finally ascend- 
manity, which he describes in the most sub-|ed into heaven, to reign there in eternal domi- 
lime and affecting language. Revelations ii.!nion, as God Omnipotent over all things and 
12 to 29. But what ts the testimony which| creatures in heaven and earth. Keep your eyes 
this great Saviour gives of himself on this steadily fixed then on this twofold humanity of 
magnificent occasion? Let us hear it from his Jesus Christ, and you will then be enabled to 
own mouth. “1 aM THE FIRST AND THE LasT./discover the truth. The first, or infirm hu- 
I am he that liveth and was dead, and behold,| manity from the mother, when it had perform- 
I am alive for evermore, and have the keys of | ed its office by manifesting the Eternal Word in 
hell and of death.” Verses 17, 18. But who] the flesh, was by degrees put off, in like man- 


can be called the first, but the Supreme God? 
Who, also, but the Supreme God can have the 
keys of hell and death? When Jesus Christ 
then calleth himself the first, and declares that 
he hath the keys of hell and death, he proves to 
a demonstration, that he is the Supreme and 
only God, since it is impossible to suppose that 
there can be éwo firsts, or tivo keepers of the 
keys of hell and death. Again, as we proceed 
in this inspired book, we find the Lamb, by 
which is meant, the Divine humanity of Jesus 
Christ, (see John t. 29, 36.) perpetually iden- 
tified with the Eternal Father, Rev. v. 6, 8, 12, 
13.,* and afterwards an account is given of 





* It is said, at verse 13 of this ehapter inthe Revela 
tions, “ Blessing and honour, and glory and power, be 
unto him that sitfeth on the throne, and unto the Lamb, 
for ever and ever.” But that by him that siffeth on the 
throne, and the Lamb, are not meant two distinct and 
separate beings, but only one and the same being, under 
a twofold character or aspect, viz. as the essential Di 
vinity and Divine humanity, united and made one, is 
plain, from the mode of expression usually adopted by the 
apostolic writers, who frequently distinguish one aad the 
same being by a variety of names, as where it is so often 
written, “ Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our 


ner as every individual man by degrees puts 
off the corporeal part which he derived trom 
his mother. But the second, or glorified ha- 
manity, which was put on from the Father, was, 
both tn origin and quality, altogether distinct 
from the former, and, consequently, was not 
subject to infirmity or dissolution. According- 
ly we find that this humanity was raised from the 





is 






** His countenance was as the sun shineth in 


his strength.”’ Rev. i. 13 to 19. You are 
therefore to conclude with the apostle Paul,that 
in this second or gloritied and Divine humanity, 
‘“*all the fulness of the Godhead dwelleth 
hodily,”’ Col. ii. 9., and, consequently, that 
Jesus Christ, in that humanity, is the great and 
only God of heaven and earth, the one and 
only Creator, Preserver, Kedeemer, and Sa- 
viour, to whom is to be ascribed all glory and 
lominion for ever and ever. Amen. Rey. i. 6 
———— 
For the Gospel Herald. 
MORALITY, 

It has become common to a proverb with the 
enemies and opposers of the doctrine of Uni- 
versal salvation, to bring as an objection against 
this God-honouring and man-restoring system, 
the evil consequences which they conceive 
naturally result from it. They say, it is pro- 
ductive of licentiousness, and opens a flood- 
gate for all kinds of debauchery and wicked- 
ness to rush upon the world, and deluge it with 
moral corruption. But the ‘Author and finisher 
of our faith’ be praised, that this objection is 
unfounded in reason; neither can any such 
inference be brought from the book of nature, 
and it is clearly disproved in the revealed 
word of God. Is it not natural and reasonable 
for us to love, respect, and listen to the advice 
and instruction of those whom we have the 
strongest evidence to believe are our sincere 
friends? Has not the Almighty Father, the 
great Architect of the universe, written in in- 


'delible characters in the book of nature the 


principle, that like begets its like? And has 
not an inspired apostle to the Gentiles, express- 
ly declared in the holy Scriptures, that ‘ we 
love God because he first loved us?’ Hence 
the morality which is the consequence of the 
doctrine of Universal salvation, and which is 
produced by the unlimited and impartial good- 
ness of God,—the morality which is generated 
and cherished by the knowledge and belief of 
the truth, that **God is the Saviour of all 
men, teaches us to deny ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, and to hive soberly and righteous- 
ly inthis present world.’ Itteaches us tolove 
our enemies, and do good to them that hate us 
The Universal salvation of God our Saviour 
not only teaches us the purest principles of 
morality, but also instructs us, that it is our 
duty and our happiness to practise the Divine 
commands. It is our joy and delight, our 
happiness to endeavour to live, as far as in us 
lies, agreeable to the moral purity of the law 
of God. Yet we must acknowledge with the 
inspired penman, that we *‘ find another law in 


tomb by its own Divine power, see John x. 18./our members, warring against the law of our 
even as to its lowest corporeal part, or its flesh! minds, and bringing us into captivity to the law 
and benes, as Jesus Christ himself declared|of sin, which isin our members, so that when 
after his resurrection, when he said to his|we would do good, evil is present with us." 
wondering disciples, ‘*‘ Handle me and see, for|\Ve do not contend tlrat we have, or that we 
aspirit hath not flesh and bones as ye see me/can attain to the perfection of moral purity 
have.” Luke xxiv. 39. It is further to be!while in the flesh; but we do contend that the 
observed, that this glorified humanity was made | doctrine of Universal salvation, when believed 
visible to the apostles Peter, James, and/in, and understood, will have an inexpressibly 
John at the transfiguration, when “ his face did | greater tendency to reform and moralize its 
shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as, proselytes; than the belief in any other religious 
the light.”” Matt. xvii. 2. And also afierwards | doctrine that ever has or will be taught. Our 
in heaven, to the apostle John, in the midst of opposers have frequently declared, that if they 
seven golden candlesticks, when it is written, | believed as we do, they would loose the reins 
of their passions, and riot in sin; and to justify 
their language, they say, it will make no differ 

ence; we may live as we please, for we are 














same being, has been most satisfactorily proved by Mr 
Granville Sharpe and Dr. Middleton. in their excellent 





Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ;” in all which passages, 
that God the Father and Jesus Christ mean one and the 


treatises on the Greek definitive article, to which the 


reader is referred. jsure of being saved at last, I pity them, for 
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they know not what they say. It is those who} 
are ignorant of the wil! of God concerning the 
family of man; those who are strangers to the 
Saviour and his righteousness; those who have 
not received, or have not been born in their 
understanding to the knowledge of the trath; 
those, and those only, stamp the Gospel of 
God with this unholy stigma, by saying, ** that 
it produces licentiousness. If all beyond the 
grave were one vast void of non-existence; 
if the gloomy doctrine of annihilation were 
true, and man should be as though he had} 
never been,—still the path of virtue is far 
preferable to the deceitful maze of sinful 
mirth. It has been well said, that virtue ts its 
own reward; it gives pleasure, peace, and hap- 
piness to those who pursue it; but sin soon 
stingeth its pursuers with the keenest pain. 
They, therefore, who look for pleasure and 
happiness, in sinful scenes of revelry, will 
ultimately find that they have deceived them- 
selves, and that the way of transgressors is 
hard. But to illustrate the moral tendency of 
the doctrine of Universal salvation, permit me 
to ask, what would be the feelings of any man, 
who by misfortune should become a slave in a 
foreign land, fettered with chains and subjected 
to the goading stings of the lash of a cruel task- 
master, and his lodging, a dark, gloomy, and 
loathsome prison? I ask, what would be the 
feelings of « man in this situation, with scarce- 
ly ahope that he, by his own exertions, would 
ever be able to regain his liberty, when at the 
moment he was brooding over his misery, 
he should hear the massy door of his dun- 
geon grate upon its hinges, and behold a 
form and countenance approaching him, beam- 
ing with humanity,—and was to hear him say, 
with angelic voice, | have redeemed you, and 
paid the price of your ransom,—l have come 
to loose your fetters and restore you to liberty. 
He frees him from his chains, raises him from 
his cold and sickly bed; bears him from this 
miserable scene of wretchedness, to the land 
of his nativity, and restores him to the enjoy- 
ment of his kindred and friends. This being 
done, | ask, would not the big tear of love 
and affection fall from his watery eye, and he 
be ready to clasp in his arms, in speechless 
gratitude, him who had thus redeemed him? 
Would not his heart palpitate with the kindest 
emotions of regard, at the remembrance of 
his deliverer’? | answer, yes,—it is not in man, 
who is rational, to be ungrateful for such signal 
deliverance. What is the present situation of 
the human family? Are they not strangers 
and foreigners on the earth? Are they not 
the bond-slaves of sin? and are they not 
bound by the chains of darkness in the prison 
of unbelief? And is not heaven and paradise 
the place of their nativity? I again answer 
these questions in the aflirmative, and in the 
fulness of my heart, | exclaim, “ Hear, O 
heaven, behold, and be glad, O earth,” for Jesus 
has given himself a ransom for al/,to be testified 
in due time. If man is grateful to his tempo- 
ral benefactor and deliverer, what must be 
his sensations, when he is brought, by the grace 
of God, to see that he was bound by the 
chains of iniquity, in the deep and gloomy 
cell of ignorance and unbelief, to behold from 
afar the summit of Calvary, and there witness 
the price, the ransom that was paid to free all 
mankind from the bondage of sin and death; 
to ‘‘ open the prison doors, to proclaim liberty 


filthy, is certainly incomprehensible. 
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to comfort all that mourn?” Who that thus 
beholds the Lord of life and glory crucified, 
and hears him say, even of his murderers, “ Fa- 
ther, forgive them, for they know not what they 
do,’ and hears him exclaim in his expiring 
moments, It is finished;—who that views him 
tasting death for every man, and believes him- 
self the saved of the Lord, without condition 
or price on his part, will divest himself of 
gratitude, and *‘sin, that grace may abound ”” 
if the recollection of a temporal saviour will 
cause feelings of gratitude to rise within us, 
how much more will the remembrance of him 
who saved us with an everlasting salvation, 
fill our hearts with gratitude, love, and praise 
to him, who bore the sin of the whole world 
in his body on the tree. If the know- 
ledge of the true character of God,—the 
knowledge of his will concerning us,—and 
the belief that he works all things after the 
counsel of his own will, tends to produce and 
cultivate the spirit of love in us, in the same 
extent, good morals will follow as a natural 
consequence. And when this benighted world 
shall behold the Sun of Righteousness arise, 
with healing in his wings, and see the extent of 
the salvation of Jesus, we shall then hear the 
whole family of man exclaim, like the once un- 
believing Thomas, ** My Lord and my God.” 

The love of God creates in us 

A spirit like his own; 

Morality the consequence, 

And heaven our final home. 

Hatcyon. 
—-e-— 


Calvinistic Baptists and Episcopal Methodists 


at issue. 


The Baptists hold, that once a Christian, al- 
ways a Christian. The Methodists, that a 
man may be converted to a true knowledge of 
God and Christ to-day, and fall away to-morrow, 
and be endlessly miserable in hell at last. 
There is one point to which they both tend, as 
** true as the needle to the pole;’’ it is the ne- 
cessity of ** filthy rags,’ without which their 
garment,or robe of righteousness is incomplete. 
Chey both pretend to believe, that the works, 
or righteousness of the creature, is at best but 
** filthy rags,” and although these rags will 
not save them, yet, strange to tell, they will 
most assuredly be damned without them. How 
a man can be damned for the want of that, 
which if be had would be good for nothing; 
and more, would deserve the appellation of 
We 
ask the possessors of these dirty, filthy rags, 
whether they expect to carry them to heaven 
with them? Is it possible for a man to be so 
blind, or mad, as to suppose that heaven is a 
suitable place for filth? And is it possible for 
a man to regard as valuable, in any shape what- 
ever, a filthy rug? If not, is it not proof to 
the point, that those who attach any, the least 
value to them, believe that they are not jilthy 
rogs, but aclean sound garment? We make 
this appeal to the reason and the conscience 
of the reader, and we know that the verdict 
will be in favour of the truth. We are dispos- 
ed to take the Scriptures for our guide, and let 
them decide between the Baptist and Metho- 
dist. The Baptist believes that none are 
saved but the elect, and that filthy rags are an 
evidence of their election. ‘The Methodist 
denies that election is the cause of the salvation 
of any man; but contends that ‘ filthy rags” 


direct cuuse of the salvation of men. The 
Baptist believes, that a man is not elected on 

account of the rags, but the rags are, somehow 

or other, an indispensable ingredient. The 

Methodist believes, that a man is not saved 

altogether on account of possessing these rag: 

of great value, but he would not any way do 

without them. Itis however manifest, that what 

the Methodists mean by falling away, is ne- 

glecting to increase their stock of rags; and tha’ 

when a man is said to full away from gruce, he is 
evidently implicated for being deticient in rags, 

and that, in these modern times, filthy rags and 

grace, are synonymous terms. The Baptist 

when found deticient in rags, is considered te 
be one of the non-elect; and the Methodist, if 
found deficient in rags, bis damnation is certain 

Reader, if you are disposed to call this ridicule, 
and to say the matter is treated lightly, open 
your Bible, and you will find authority to treat 
this subject in this way, and no other! The 
righteousnesses of the creature are called filthy 
rags. John called the Pharisees, who made 
great pretensions to personal holiness, a ** gene- 
ration of vipers;” and Christ called them 
‘* hypocrites, whited sepulchres, full of unclean- 
ness." We believe the Scriptures; we take 
their definition to be correct; and we pronounce 
the creature’s righteousness to be filthy,and con- 
sider rags to be the proper name. ‘| here is no 
flattery in the Scriptures, and the reason is 
obvious,—the Scriptures are truth, and flattery 
is nottruth. The Scriptures declare, ‘ By 
grace are ye saved, through faith, and that not 
of yourselves; itis the gift of God. Not of 
works, lest any man should boast.’’ It is all 
of God, free as his sun, which he makes to 
shine on all, and extensive as his rain, which 
waters the earth, and blesses all his creatures. 
And the declaration of Christ, that * It is eter- 
nal life to know God, and Jesus Christ whom 
he hath sent,” proves as strong, as the fiat of 
Omnipotence can prove, that the Methodist 
heresy of knowing God one day, and losing 
that knowledge the next, and being endlessly 
miserable in consequence of it, is a LIE! For 
to ** know God is life eternal,”’ and none who 
have eternal life can be miserable without end. 
See Ist Epistle of John, Sth chap. 9th, 10th and 
lith verses. And the Baptist, who declares, 
that none will ever be saved but those who 
are elected, and who have filthy rags for their 
credentials, declare a LIE; for ‘* To know 
God is eternal life, and all shall know him, from 
the least unto the greatest.’’ In fine, we have 
the authority of the apostle of Jesus Christ, 
when we declare, that ‘* He that believeth not, 
God hath made him a LIAR, because he believ- 
eth not the record that God gave of his Son; 
and this is the record, that we HAVE ETERNar. 
LiFe, and that this life ts in his Son,” 

—~—— 


To C s. 

A communication in verse, the subject, ‘Praise ye the Lord,’ 
is received. ‘Che writer would conier a favour on the Editor, 
by granting bim an interview. A line dropped in the “ letter- 
box,” containing the name and number of the residence of 
the writer, will be attended to.—Timotheus is received. His 
* coutingencies and counterparts” will be attended to. 

—_— 
NOTICE. 

*,* Persons wishing to subscribe for this paper, are re- 
spectfully requested to call at No. 454, Pearl Street, where a 
subscription is open, and where they can obtain the Numbers 
from the first. 
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are the evidence of, andthe indescribable non- 





to the captives, to bind up the broken-hearted, 
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